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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
To the past and present POMIS students who took part 
in the recent Pacific Games in Samoa, or have been cho-
sen for the Oceania Games! 
Ray Whitchurch, Sinead Pangkatana,  
Avanellia Aua, Illeana Dom, Chris Whitchurch,  
James Banduru, Sam Seghers, Assad Vala,  
Lucy Maino. 

We wish you every success in the future. 
  

Moving from Grade 10 to Grade 11 & 12 at POMIS – A Big Decision 
 
Each year at the end of Grade 10 on average around 30% of our Grade 10s leave to do their 
Grade 11 & 12 elsewhere. Some people transfer out because their families are leaving POM 
but others do so because they have decided that there are better options for their child. Ob-
viously we at POMIS think that we are the best option but we recognize that this is a major 
decision for parents and students. Our fees are relatively high compared with other options 
and parents have to decide whether it is worth the extra cost. We would say it is; 
 
International Curricula. For those looking for internationally recognized qualifications we 
are the only real option. We are accredited to deliver the Australian and International Bacca-
laureate qualifications.  
Tertiary Selections. Many parents worry that their children will be disadvantaged in the 
Tertiary Selection process if they are coming from an International school. This is a common 
misconception. However, since this process is now automated the process is free of this kind 
of bias against our students. The DHERST data for the last few year shows this. Last year 98 
out of 124 Grade 12s were offered a tertiary place i.e. 79%. Over the country as a whole 25% 
of Grade 12s are offered a tertiary place. And of course this does not include the students 
who go to universities overseas. 
Other Opportunities. As well as the academics we also offer unrivalled co-curricular oppor-
tunities such as the musical, sports, UN Concert, Independence Celebrations. Many parents 
may feel that these are a distraction or not important but through these opportunities stu-
dents gain life skills that will help them to adapt to life after school whether it is in a Tertiary 
institution or in the work place. It is important to us that students do not just gain spaces in 
universities or get jobs but that they have the skills to be successful where they go. This is 
after all our mission,  “To prepare students for success in the modern world.” 



 

 

Results. For those doing the PNG Curriculum who are con-
cerned about results, our results in Grade 12 exams are 
outstanding. The table above shows how many of our stu-
dents have got As & Bs in PNG Grade 12 exams.  
The PNG Measurement Services Handbook says that “The 
proportion of candidates achieving B grade or better 
should normally be within the range of 25-35%” 
 

We feel that all of these reasons make us the num-
ber one choice for your children going forward into 
Grade 11 and 12.  

 
Parent Teacher Evening 
Thank you to everyone who came to the parent-teacher 
interviews. As you will have noted we held them over only 
one evening rather than two as in the past. We would be 
very interested in your feedback. Were you able to meet 
all the teachers you wanted to? It has been suggested that 
we begin the interviews earlier at 3pm perhaps. Would this 
help you? What if we extended them to 7pm? We will be 
putting out an online survey in the next week or two and 
we hope that you can respond. Later this term we will be 
holding Parent Information Evenings focusing on options 
for next year for those whose children are in Grades 8 & 
10. 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
We will hold a number of Parent Information Evenings lat-
er this term. They are; 
Week 8 Wednesday 4th September Grade 10 Parents – this 
meeting is to give information about different course op-
tions in Grade 11 & 12 and talk about subject selections for 
Grade 11 in 2020. 
Week 9 Tuesday 10th September Grade 8 Parents. This is to 
discuss course options and subject selections for Grade 9 in 
2019. Gordons & TEMIS Grade 8 parents are also invited 
along to this. 
There will be a meeting on Wednesday 11th September for 
parents who will be new to POMIS, this is mainly aimed at 
parents of Koroboro Grade 6. 
All meetings are at 5:30pm in the school hall. 
 
Independence Celebration 
As you may know the school’s Independence Day Celebra-
tion will be on Friday 30th August. This year we have decid-
ed to trial having the event on a Friday. Every year many 
students and parents ask for the event to be on Friday so 
that they can have the opportunity to take part and attend 
and so in response to this we will trial having the event on 
a Friday.  The celebration will take place at the school from 
9am to 2pm. Once again students from all grades will be 

representing their provinces and showcasing their talent 
either through dances, songs or the flag and fashion pa-
rade. 
The Independence Day Celebration is only for the POMIS 
community and therefore tickets will not be sold, but ra-
ther given to your children during one of their roll-call clas-
ses by their roll-call teacher 
Like previous years, there will be various stalls set up 
around the field on the day selling either food or crafts. If 
you would wish to set up a stall on the day, please fill in 
the attached form and hand in to the finance office with 
the appropriate fee (stated on the form). This fee is to cov-
er the tent given to you to use for your stall on the day. 
Obviously, the whole school will be working very hard to 
make this year’s Independence Day Celebration a tremen-
dous success. We all hope to see you there. 
 
Student Living Arrangements 
Parents and guardians are reminded that on the enrolment 
agreement that was signed at the start of the year there 
was a section where parents agreed to notify the school of 
any changes in living arrangements. It specifically said; 
” This includes when the parents/guardians leave POM – 
the school must be advised of the student’s living arrange-
ments while the parents are away and ensure that a re-
sponsible adult is supervising the child.” 
If parents/guardians are away from POM they need to ad-
vise us of this and also advise us of a responsible adult who 
is looking after the child. 
 
Trial Exams 
Trial Exams began last week and continue into Week 4 
The Grade 12 PNG trial exams will be in Week 4 and dur-
ing that time normal Grade 12 classes will be suspended.  

Students should only come for their exams but need 
to check their schedule carefully so that they do 
not miss any. 

Grade 10 IGCSE and Grade 12 IB trials will run through the 
two weeks. 

 Schedules have been distributed to students and made 
available to parents. 

In Week 4 they are only required to come when ex-
ams are on but if they attend school when they 
do not have an exam, they will attend the classes 
that are on. 

For Grade 12 IB students in Week 4 they are only required 
to come when they have exams. It should also be noted 
that we are very close to final submission times for their 
IB Internal Assessments and it is important that they do 
not forget about these if they still have to be completed. 
 

Steven Rowley—Principal 

  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

A 14.66% 14.6% 17.92% 17.12% 16.88% 18.83% 22.05% 

B 26.26% 25.8% 29.34% 28.64% 28.73% 30.82% 34.76% 

Total 40.92% 40.4% 47.26 45.76 45.61% 49.65% 56.81% 



 

 



 

 

Spelling Bee  
A buzzing Spelling Bee competition in Semester One saw great collaboration and team 
spirit amongst each class as they participated in the quiz.  
Organized by a group of POMIS teachers, the school Spelling Bee Club, is an extra-
curricular activity that takes place at lunch times, twice a week. This is the second year 
of the Spelling Bee competition and the aim of the club is to encourage students to im-
prove their spelling and increase their vocabulary. 
The competition was a thrilling test of vocabulary from general to subject-specific 
words, where interested students tested their skills against their peers, representing 
their roll group. All participants were presented with a Certificate of Participation and 
the winners were rewarded with gifts from our sponsors.  
The overall winners for each grade this year are: 7.3, 8.4, 9.5, 10.3, 11.5 and 12.5. Ga-
brielle Kani in 9.5 received a special award for scoring the highest points in the whole 
competition.  
Thank you to the Bank of South Pacific, Theodist and Seeto Kui for supporting the 

Spelling Bee Club and competition this year and to the staff and students who contrib-

uted to the success of the competition.  

Drama and Theatre at POMIS in Semester Two 
The MAT YAP Program 
This term the Grade 9 IGCSE English students are engaged in an alternate learning program at the Moresby 
Arts Theatre (MAT.) The six-week long Youth Arts Program (YAP) is a Drama development unit where stu-
dents learn the confidence and skills to create their own stories in order to explore a central theme through 
Drama. Jointly facilitated by the Drama Department of the University of Goroka and MAT, the program intro-
duces the wonder of performance on stage and provides a vehicle of self-empowerment for youth. The pro-
gram includes two immersion days at the MAT followed by five weeks of continued learning based in the 
school classroom. The unit culminates in a return to the MAT where groups of students present polished the-
atrical works on stage for an audience of teachers and peers.  This year’s students are particularly lucky to 
have been mentored at MAT by ex-POMIS student Andrew Kuliniasi and to be receiving ongoing mentoring 
from current Grade 11 Drama specialist Georgia Hollis who will come into their classes once a week to con-
tinue to build their drama skills and provide expert feedback on the progress of their work. 
Included are photographs of students learning and having fun in the first week of the program, both at MAT 

and back at POMIS. Selected students have also shared their thoughts on their experiences so far through 

the responses below…. 



 

 

Late? 
Everyday, a large number of students are late to school. For some, 
there are legitimate reasons why they are late and generally it is an 
exception to their normal behaviour. For others, they have a pattern of 
being late. This can translate into a life long habit of poor time keep-
ing.  
For those parents who think a few minutes here and there doesn’t 
count, have a look to the left and see what being late can add up to. 
Employers expect their employees to be on time. Some of our children 
are training themselves out of jobs by establishing poor habits whilst 
at school. Help your child get into good habits. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS NETBALL 
Last weekend we saw the first games for the Private Schools Netball Compe-
tition. We have two teams each in Super Senior A and Super Senior B divi-
sions. Super Senior A division plays at the school on Fridays and Super Senior 
B division plays on Saturdays at TEMIS. Our teams played against each other 
in their divisions. 
RESULTS. 

Super Senior A1 won 13 v 10 Super Senior A2 
Super Senior B1 won by forfeit v Super Senior B2. 

POMNA COMPETITION 
Our Under 15 and Under 17 did not have any games last weekend but some 
of them came to cheer the Senior Under 21. Only our ex-POMIS U21 girls 
came for the games. The first game was forfeited because there were only 
four players. 
RESULTS: 

POMIS U21 lost by forfeit to PCP Lightning. 
POMIS U21 narrowly lost 20 v 22 to Mystics.  

This was the best game and the only good score range for the sea-
son. 

Some of the girls in action. 



 

 

POMIS English – Student Exemplars 
The following is by Wilfred Luis from Grade 10. Stu-
dents viewed the film ‘Fantastic Beasts’ and respond-
ed creatively by bringing to life their own original 
‘Fantastic Beast’ through vivid descriptive writing and 
illustration. 
Eye of Poseidon 
Somewhere between nowhere and nowhere at all, 
exists the most remarkable setting on earth. No, it is 
not a sugary white beach spread against a brilliant 
sapphire sea, nor is it a crispy jade forest sandwiched 
between two pairs of spectral mountains. This place is 
merely a ghost-quiet lake, reflecting a depressingly 
smoky skyline, in the middle of the desolate tundra. 
However, the location is not really what is important, 
just like a present box, it is what’s inside that makes it 
special. Inside this lake lives the most nightmarish 
creature in existence. Stories about this creature 
could fill all seven of the Harry potter books, yet its 
very existence remains a mystery to most of the 
world.  
Fishermen in the area call it the ‘Poseidon’s Eye.’ Sci-
entists (at least those who care to believe) call it the 
‘Insightful Anomaly.’ You can call it Bob if you like, for 
in all honesty, it probably doesn’t even exist. None-
theless a small number of locals say otherwise… 
A thirty-year-old mother referred to it as “An Inde-
scribable Fright” after allegedly encountering it during 
a brisk walk. Paralyzed, she recalls, “it was as if all the 
clocks in the world had frozen.” She could barely even 
stretch her lungs as her skin bristled with electricity, 
her muscles surged with adrenaline. In the water, as 
close as seven meters away from her floated the crea-
ture, imprisoning her in a trance that seemed to go 
on for eternity. Its membrane blended seamlessly 
with the pale white glow of the moonlight around its 
spherical physique. Its body covered with grotesque 
veins, danger red, piping in and out of its body, cre-
ating a complicated pattern that focused towards the 
epicenter. A disc shaped array of colours resided at 
the center, shifting constantly in a fury of energy. 
From its back, tentacle-like appendages corded their 
way into the water and moved as if each of them 
were governed by their own consciousness. 
The mother stated that “ripping her own leg off felt 
easier than trying to break away from this creature’s 
clairvoyance.” Its vison seemed to have pierced every 
single cell of her body like a trillion surgical needles. 
Her brain seemed to have melted right out of her 
ears, for she could not conjure a single thought.  

She was discovered the next morning, still frozen in 

her footsteps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 ACT/ PNG Semester 2 Theme  
‘Doomed Desire and Toxic Love’ 

Original poetry responses from Year 11 students re-
lated to the unit theme…. 
 
Love is… 
Love is beautiful but dangerous 
Love is hard to replace; yet replaceable 
Love is insecurities, it is abuse 
It is out to get souls and it got mine 
It is a memory that carves a scar 
That remains forever 
(Leilani) 
 
Love is… 
The only toxic virus I’ve ever welcomed home 
(Kabua) 
 
Love is… 
That one person I can’t take my eyes off in school 
building up the courage to introduce myself to him 
talking on the phone all night 
the feelings I confessed to him 
what I feel knowing he is mine 
trusting him when he hasn’t earned it… 
My excuses for his disappointments 
starvation when he feeds me lies 
bottling up my doubts 
holding on when everyone tells me to let go 
listening to that tired voice screaming inside… 
Acceptance 
putting myself first 
moving on… 
(Billyanna) 



 

 

SFA Finals Match reports 
The finals were played on Remembrance Day, at POMIS. 
The results saw both the U14 Boys and Girls teams claiming runner-up trophies for their efforts during the 
season. U16 Boys came so close to qualifying for the finals but unfortunately lost to St Therese in a hard 
fought extra time playoff. U14 Girls pushed out Gordons International in their semi-final to secure a grand 
final place, however, they ran out of time trying to equalize, going down to Paradise High School 1-0.  
Leading the competition throughout the year with zero losses the U14 boys easily defeated St Therese in the 
semi-finals and went up against POM Grammar in an exciting encounter that saw both teams miss great 
chances that lead into extra time. Just like last year, the U14 boys went to penalties, unluckily going down to 
POM Grammar 3 goals to 5 in the shootout. 
On behalf of the school, the PE department would like to thank all the players and parents for the commit-
ment, effort and time shown during the season. 

Touch Rugby 
Last Thursday saw the NCD Secondary Schools Boys Touch Rugby take place at Gerehu Secondary school. 
After being deferred from last term. POMIS entered teams into all divisions, U16, U18 and U20. POMIS were 
the first to arrive and had to wait one and a half hours before our first game due to marking of the pitches 
and other schools arriving late. 
Despite touch rugby not being taught at school, the teams were very competitive.  The games were fast 
flowing with good skills been shown by all POMIS students. The teams learnt from their errors and improved 
with each game. Confusion happened in many games due to having what looked like 3 try lines marked at 
each end, therefore tries were not counted. This led to the majority of our games been drawn. It was a long, 
hot day with changes to the program throughout, but the boys played their best and maximised their 
efforts. In the end both the U18 and U20 teams finished mid table whilst the U16’s took the runners up tro-
phy. Well done to all who took part. I would also like to thank Buina (PE department aide, who himself is a 
gold medallist in touch rugby) for his encouragement and coaching of the boys during the day. 
 

Netball/Football Registration 
Over 100 students have yet to pay their registration fees for the Netball and Football competitions. Can stu-
dents please check with the PE department if they have paid. Parents of students who have not paid will be 
contacted by school and asked to pay the registration fee promptly.  
 

Inter school Rugby Union 
Later this term there will be interschool rugby union. The competition will be for both boys and girls. The 
divisions are U14, U16 and U18. Training will start next week. Please come along. 



 

 

Important Dates for Term 3 
  

Week 4  
Monday 5 August  
Grade 12 PNG Written Expression Examination. 
Monday 5 August-Friday 9 August 
Trial Examinations for PNG 12 and  
IGCSE. 
 

Week 6  
Arts Week. 
 

Week 7  
Monday 26 August  
Public Holiday Repentance Day. 

 
 
 
Friday 30  August  
Independence Celebration 
 

Week 8  
Tuesday 3 September  
Australian Scaling Test (Grade 12 ACT Students) 
Parent Information Evening Grade 10 Parents 
Wednesday 4 September  
Australian Scaling Test (Grade 12 ACT Students) 
 

Week 9  
Friday 13 September  
Last Day Classes Term 3. 

The play outlines the story of a matriarchal society which loses their leader, Sinelaga, to sorcery, leaving a 

young girl, Sinekepu, to take responsibility for her clan. The narrative follows the life of this incredible young 

girl over a period of 18 years. The audience wills her to find the courage and strength from within to deal 

with heartbreaking loss, merciless enemies plotting her people’s demise, and a son struggling to come to 

terms with the circumstances of his life, as she journey’s on her quest to lead her endangered people into 

the future. 
The play was a fast-paced narrative with quick transitioning scenes, simple stage sets and minimal props that 

kept the story moving. There was no interval during the performance as the play only went for approxi-

mately 90 minutes. The carefully selected and highly theatrical sound and lighting used throughout the play 

intensified the action and the effect on the audience, as evidenced by the use of darkness and flickering light 

effects to characterise the demon. Furthermore, the blend of creative, abstract movement and traditional 

dance was both captivating and intriguing. 
The play was truly astonishing and brought the students in the audience to our feet by the end. The emo-

tions the actors displayed - sorrow, anger, fear and joy - were shared by the audience as we viewed the per-

formance. There were many stand-out moments but one that really shook the entire audience to the core 

was when Sinelaga was about to die and saw the spirits of death who came crawling towards her as she 

screamed…. 
The best thing about this performance was that it was based on a traditional story from a PNG province. It 

is stories like this that can bring Papua New Guineans from across our diverse country together and en-

courage us to take pride in the unique culture(s) we have within this land. We would recommend ‘Meisoga’ 

to anyone who is interested in watching a great play. Well done to director and writer Andrew Kuliniasi and 

many thanks to the English teaching staff for organising this excursion. 

Written by: Tiare Temu and Lynda Wawe (Grade 9, POMIS) 

Grade 9 English Excursion to ‘Meisoga’ 
 

On Thursday in the first week back after the holidays the Grade 9 
students attended the Ulli Beier Auditorim at the Wagani UPNG 
Campus to see ‘Meisoga’, an original play written and directed by 
ex-POMIS student Andrew Kuliniasi. The play was based on a tra-
ditional Milne Bay legend, passed down from generation to gen-
eration, which Kuliniasi strategically adapted to convey his own 
perspective on the story.  


